
 

We continue to celebrate AWM’s 40th Anniversary by looking back to see where we have been and honor those 

that have helped blaze the trail. In this issue we highlight the Trailblazer and Awards of Excellence and 

reflect on its history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: 1997 - Trailblazer Herb Hansen, Trailblazer Judy Trabulsi and GSDM staff congratulating them 

Bottom Left: 1999 - Left to right: Trailblazer Neal Spelce, Trailblazer Mary Strickland, Trailblazer Dotti Norwood 

Bottom Right: 1998 - Left to right: MC Cactus Pryor, Trailblazer Monica Davis, Trailblazer Rubye Bru, Trailblazer Joe Jerkins, 

Trailblazer Gwyn David represented by Barbara Rogers  

 

History of the Trailblazer & Awards of Excellence 

 

Originally just a luncheon, the event was started in 1997 to recognize individuals with more than 20 years of 
professional experience in our industry that supported the mission of the organization. Four Trailblazers were 
selected from the nominations, each taking part in a panel during the luncheon.  
  
This format remained the same until 2004. At that point it started becoming harder to find individuals that fit 
the criteria and hadn’t already won. After looking at other AWRT chapters across the country, the board 
decided to reduce the number of Trailblazers to one winner. At this time, they also started the “Awards of 
Excellence” to honor additional categories selected by the board. In the first year, a limited number of awards 
were given including Radio and TV On-Air Personality of the Year, Radio and TV Account Executive of the 
Year, the Unsung Hero Award, and, of course, the Trailblazer honor which was given to Martha Iglehart. 
Attendees were pleased with the luncheon though it now went very long. That motivated the organization to 
expand the awards to an evening event. 
  
In 2005, Ray Eve Michel and Christie Humphries co-chaired the first Trailblazer & Awards of 
Excellence Gala at the Renaissance Hotel. Once again, Austin worked with other chapters to learn how to 
handle nominations and judging.  
  
Over the years the event has evolved to also include a larger focus on our scholarship program, reminding the 



 

community where our fundraised money goes.  
  
The Trailblazer & Awards of Excellence Gala is a favorite of many. We hope to be able to bring everyone 
together in the spring to celebrate. Though many things have changed throughout the years, one thing that has 
not changed is the joy we find in coming together to honor the hard work of our industry! 
  
We are looking for photos in preparation for 2021’s event. If you have pictures to share from Trailblazer 
luncheons prior to 2005, then please send them to Ginny Schoggins at GSchoggins@waterloomedia.com. 
 
For a complete list of Trailblazers, click here.  

 

#awmatx40 

 

https://awmaustin.org/Trailblazer_Recipients

